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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 
FEATHERSTONE 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1946 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 


GENTLEMEN, 


I have  the  honour  of  placing  before  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  health  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1946, 
along  with  the  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  J.  Hilsley). 

During  this  year  of  uneasy  transition  from  War  to  Peace  our 
most  serious  problem  in  Public  Health  has  been  the  common  one — 
lack  of  houses. 


This  has  been  rendered  more  difficult  in  our  district  by  the 
dilapidated  and  poor  state  of  many  of  our  existing  houses;  and  more 
urgent  by  the  return  of  many  of  our  young  people  from  the  services, 
anxious  to  make  homes  of  their  own. 
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Time  being  the  essence  of  the  problem,  the  practical  policy 
of  the  Council  whereby  40  Prefabricated  Bungalows  were  built  and 
occupied  by  young  married  couples  before  the  end  of  the  yean  has 
been  amply  justihed. 


There  were  no  major  epidemic  diseases  in  the  district 
throughout  the  year. 


It  is,  however,  disappointing  to  have  to  record  a higher  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  than  for  the  two  preceding  years. 

POPULATION.  The  population  for  1946,  as  given  to  me 
by  the  Registrar  General,  is  13,020,  an  increase  of  480  on  the  pre- 
vious year. 


The  size  of  the  Sanitary  Area  is  4,425  acres  and  contains 
3,523  houses,  giving  a census  of  3.7  per  house. 


RATEABLE  VA1,UE»» 

APRIL  1946,  £51,011/-/- 


Id.  Rate  (Gross)  equals .£212.10.11 

Id.  Rate  (Net)  equals £192.12.  0 

General  Rate  laid  April,  1946  £50,846.14.  2 


OUT  RELIEF  (PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE).  The  total  cost  of 
Relief  from  1st  April  1946  to  31st  March  1947  was  £6,134/ -/9 
(62  men,  81  women,  and  75  children — total  218  people)  99  cases. 


WATER  USED- 

Half-year  to  March  1946. . .37,218,000  gallons  costing  £2,599.  1.  2 
Half-year  to  Sept.  1946 29,210,000  gallons  costing  £2,757.15.  5 


Average  cost  per  1,000  gallons— 16.82  pence  plus  5% 
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RAINFALL  DURING  1946= 


January 

1.42 

inches 

February 

3.11 

inches 

March 

1.00 

inches 

April 

1.29 

inches 

May 

1.61 

inches 

June 

2.06 

inches 

July 

3.00 

inches 

August 

3.51 

inches 

September 

3.51 

inches 

October 

0.61 

inches 

November 

4.22 

inches 

December 

2.17 

inches 

27.50  inches 


The  wettest  month  was  November  with  4.22  inches,  and  the 
driest  month  was  October  with  0.60  inches.  There  were  222  days 
during  the  year  when  no  rain  fell. 

BIRTH  RATE.  279  Live  Births  were  registered  during  the 
year  (150  males  and  129  females),  7 males  and  5 females  being  il- 
legitimate. In  addition  to  the  Live  Births  there  were  9 Still  Births, 
2 males  and  1 female  being  illegitimate. 

This  gives  a Live  Birth  Rate  of  21.4  and  a Still  Birth  Rate  of 

0.69. 


The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1946  was  19.1, 
and  the  Still  Birth  Rate  .53. 

DEATH  RATE.  Total  deaths  during  the  year  were  132  (72 
males  and  60  females)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  10.1. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.5. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.'  This  is  measured  by  the  pro- 
portion of  Deaths  under  1 year  to  1,000  Registered  Births.  The 
total  Deaths  under  1 year  was  18  and  the  total  Live  Births  279, 
giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  of  65. 

Analysis  of  the  figure  shows  that  10  of  the  18  Deaths  were 
due  to  constitutional  defects  at  time  of  Birth,  and  prematurity. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  figure  for  England  and  Wales  during 
1946  was  43. 


A Summary  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  previous  5 years  is 


appended. 

Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infantile 

1941 

17.8 

12.9 

Mortality  Rate 
53 

1942 

21.1 

9.9 

31 

1943 

20.9 

11.4 

66 

1944 

22.9 

10.6 

35 

1945 

21.8 

11.3 

40 

Average  for  5 years  20.9 

11.2 

45 

ZYMOTIC 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  Deaths 

from  the  seven 

principal  Zymotic  Diseases — Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles, 
Diphtheria  (1),  Enteric  Fever,  Whooping  Cough  (2),  and  Diarr- 
hoea under  2 years  (3)-— amount  to  6,  giving  a Zymotic  Death  Rate 
of  .46. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infectious  cases 
notified  to  me  during  the  year  1946. 

Notified  Deaths 


Typhoid 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

- 

Diphtheria 

18 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

36 

2 

Measles 

53 

- 

Pneumonia 

18 

- 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

- 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  N eonatorum . . . 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years... 

- 

o 

o 

145  6 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1946 


Male  Female 


Typhoid 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

T uberculosis  (Non  - Pulmonary ) 

Syphilis 

Influenza 

Measles 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Cancer  of  Mouth,  Gullet  & Uterus  ... 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum  . . . 

Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  (all  other  sites) 

Diabetes 

Intra- Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

Premature  Births 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries  etc. 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  Other  Causes 


1 1 

1 

3 4 

1 

I 1 


1 

1 

5 

9 

25 

1 

4 


3 

1 

1 


2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

10 

15 

2 

3 

6 

1 


1 

1 


4 1 

5 

1 


4 

2 3 


72  60 
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CAUSES  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1946 


Un- 

15- 

25- 

45-Ov’r 

CAUSES 

All 

der 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

25 

45 

60 

60 

Ages 

lyr 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

Typhoid 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

- 

2 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms)  1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilis 

Influenza 

Measles 

Acute  Ant.  Poliomyelitis... 
Cancer  of — 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Mouth,  Gullet  & Uterus 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Stomach  & Duodenum 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Breast 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

All  Others 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7 

Diabetes 

Intra- Cranial  Vascular 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Lesions 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

Pleart  Diseases 

40 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

36 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Bronchitis 

n 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Pneumonia 

6 

O 

o 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duod. 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Births 
Congenital  Malformality, 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Birth  Injuries  etc. 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Suicide 

Road  Accidents 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  Violence 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•2 

1 

1 

All  Other  Causes 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Totals 

132 

18 

1 

2 

- 

3 

10 

7 

91 

9 


The  following,  expressed  as  percentages,  were  the  principal 


Causes  of  Death  during  1946— 

Heart  Disease  ...  30% 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  14% 

Cancer  ...  11% 

T uberculosis  ...  6% 

Bronchitis  ...  5% 

Pneumonia  ...  4% 


STATEMENT  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  RECEIVED  DURING  1946 

Cases  notified  or  otherwise  ascertained  : 


Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  16 

Diphtheria  (and  Membraneous  Croup)  ...  ...  18 

Typhoid 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  or  Influenzal)  ...  18 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  1 


Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Acute  Polio -Myelitis 
Acute  Polio -Encephalitis 
Dysentery 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ..,  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  2 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (new  cases)  ...  ...  12 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  (new  cases)...  ...  7 

Malaria  (contracted  in  this  country) 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad) 

Measles  ...  ...  53 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  36 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital  : 

Smallpox  ...  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  16 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  18 

Enteric  Fever 
Dysentery 

Other  Diseases  (Puerperal  Fever)  ...  ...  1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1946 


Age  Periods 

New 

Pulm. 

M F 

Cases 

Non. Pul. 

M F 

Deaths 

Pul.  Non-Pul. 
M F M F 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 and  under  5 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 and  under  10 

1 

r 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

10  and  under  15 

- 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

15  and  under  20 

1 

- 

ir 

- 

- 

- 

20  and  under  35 

2 

4 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

35  and  under  45 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45  and  under  55 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  and  under  65 

2 

- 

~ 

- 

2 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

7 

5 

4 

3 

3 4 

1 

Number  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register 

Pulmonary  Non -Pulm. 
M F M F 

On  Register  1 Jan.  1946  ...  55  40  36  39 

Added  during  Year  ...  7 5 4 3 

Total 

M F 

91  79 

11  8 

Totals 

62 

45 

40 

42 

102 

87 

Removed  from  Register 

during  1946 

5 

6 

- 

1 

5 

7 

On  Register  31  Dec.  1946... 

57 

39 

tM# 

40 

1 

41 

97 

80 

Reasons  for  Removal  of  Cases  from  Tuberculosis  Register 


Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Died 

3 

4 

- 

1 

Recovered 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Revision  of  Diagnosis 

... 

- 

- 

- 

Left  District 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  5 

6 

t 1 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  rose  during 
the  year.  19  new  cases  were  notified  during  1946,  as  opposed  to  16 
in  1945.  There  were  8 Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  Death  Rate  for  Tuberculosis  was  0.61. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  PREVENTION 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  This  work  has  been 
done  throughout  the  year.  Local  Publicity  has  been  achieved  as  in 
the  previous  year;  and  intensified  during  May  and  June  by  the  use 
of  the  Press,  Posters  and  Films.  The  greatest  success  was  achieved 
as  formerly,  by  visits  to  all  schools  in  the  area.  I have  always  re- 
ceived the  greatest  help  in  this  matter  from  the  Head  Teachers  and 
their  staff,  and  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  their  willing  and  efficient 
co-operation.  The  method  universally  employed  in  this  area  has 
been  the  three  injection  method  using  Toxoid  Anti-Toxin  Flocules 
(T.A.F.).  The  Practical  considerations  of  simple  dosage  and  the 
freedom  from  reaction  to  treatment,  have  been  the  deciding  factors 
in  favouring  this  form  of  treatment.  A reinforcing  injection  has  been 
given  to  children  in  whom  Primary  Immunisation  was  carried  out 
5 years  ago.  This  additional  safeguard  will  be  necessary  for  an  in- 
creasing number  of  our  children  in  years  to  come. 

During  the  year,  348  children  were  immunised.  It  is  estimated 
that  52%  of  children  under  5,  and  89%  of  children  between  5 and  15 
are  now  immunised  in  this  District. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX.  92  Primary 
Vaccinations  were  performed  during  1946,  showing  that  33%  of  the 
children  born  alive  were  protected. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  INCIDENCE.  Cases  treated 
in  Isolation  Hospital.  16  Scarlet  Fever  and  18  Diphtheria  cases 
were  sent  to  Isolation  Hospital.  One  Death  occurred  in  the  Iso- 
lation Hospital  from  a case  of  Diphtheria. 

Ihe  cost  of  Hospital  Maintenance  during  tlie  year  was  as 
follows  : 


T s d 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 


732  days  ....  226  19  0 

1000  days  ...  250  16  4 


1732  days 


£477  15  4 
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CANCER.  15  Deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  7 being 
males  and  8 females,  showing  that  11%  of  the  total  deaths  were  due 
to  this  disease. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE.  26  new  cases  attended  at  the  V.D. 
Clinic,  Wakefield,  for  treatment.  I am  indebted  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  this  information. 


SCABIES  has  shown  a welcome  decline  during  the  year.  The 
Treatment  was  reluctantly  transferred  to  the  Baths  as  the  only  pos- 
sible site  where  facilities  for  treatment  could  be  obtained.  As  far  as 
possible  however,  home  treatment  was  encouraged,  where  intelli- 
gent co-operation  of  parents,  and  washing  facilities,  were  at  all 
adequate.  At  the  few  sessions  necessary  at  the  Baths,  Mrs.  Norbury, 
who  did  the  work  for  me  during  the  war,  has  been  a splendid  and 
kindly  helper  for  mothers  and  children. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES.  1032  journeys  were  made  by 
the  two  Ambulances  during  1946.  The  total  mileage  covered 
was  12,353.  Without  a doubt,  Featherstone  Ambulances  have  ren- 
dered the  most  valuable  service  to  our  community  throughout  the 
year.  The  drivers,  Mr.  H.  Johnson  and  Mr.  E.  Hirst,  deserve  the 
warmest  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  Council  and  the  commun- 
ity, as  at  all  times,  and  in  all  conditions  of  weather,  this  service  has 
been  one  on  which  we  can  rely  to  the  hilt. 


HOUSING  AND  PRIVATE  STREETS.  The  housing 
situation  is  serious.  Forty  temporary  pre- fabricated  bungalows 
were  erected  during  the  year,  and  a contract  for  the  erection  of  52 
permanent  brick  houses  was  under -way  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
There  are  some  800  live  applications  for  houses  and  there  is  a seri- 
ous amount  of  over -crowding  in  the  district. 


The  condition  of  many  of  our  Streets  is  deplorable,  but  no 
adequate  work  has  been  possible  throughout  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  Our  water  supply  is  good,  and  all  the 
houses  in  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  one,  are  connected  with 
the  Public  Water  Supply.  The  cost  per  1000  gallons  was  16.82 
pence  plus  5%. 
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The  adequate  supply  of  water  to  all  points  of  the  area  is  of 
course  a prime  necessity.  Whether  the  present  service  will  be  ade- 
quate for  the  New  Housing  Estate  and  the  existing  Purston  District 
remains  to  be  seen,  as  the  improvement  brought  about  by  the  New 
Main  installed  in  1945  appears  to  have  been  lessened  considerably 
by  the  increased  demands  of  the  New  Estate.  The  scheme  for 
erection  of  a Water  Tower  at  the  highest  point  of  the  Purston  Dist- 
rict will  in  all  probability  have  to  be  carried  out. 

DRAINAGE.  With  the  exception  of  Ackton  Wood  Pastures 
the  drainage  and  the  two  Sewage  Farms  are  satisfactory. 


The  problem  of  dealing  with  surface  water  following  very 
heavy  rainstorms,  both  in  the  New  Estate  and  in  Streets  close  to  the 
Colliery  Stacks,  will  require  careful  consideration  in  the  immediate 
future. 


SCAVENGING.  The  collection  and  disposal  of  House 
Refuse  is  done  entirely  by  the  Council  Workmen,  and  is  done  effici- 
ently. 


The  new  Refuse  Wagon  with  metal  covers  acquired  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  has  struck  the  right  note  in  Sanitary  collection  of  Ref- 
use. The  proper  use  of  dust-bins,  and  in  particular  avoidance  of 
spilling  round  and  about  the  food -waste  bins,  are  points  to  which 
attention  must  be  drawn,  in  order  to  avoid  nuisance  and  encour- 
agement of  vermin. 

During  the  year,  2,017  loads  were  removed  to  the  Destructor, 
2,694  loads  were  taken  to  the  tips,  and  2,852  loads  of  liquid  were 
removed  from  Cesspools  to  farm  land.  The  cost  of  collection  and 
disposal  for  the  year  amounts  to  £4,609/17/8. 


We  still  have  51  Cesspools  in  this  area,  mostly  associated  with 
detached  houses  and  Ackton  Wood  Pastures.  The  cost  in  wages 
alone  in  giving  attention  to  these  Cesspools  was  £471/13/8. 


At  long  last  I am  able  to  report  an  improvement  in  Sanitation 
in  certain  housing  groups,  the  defects  of  which  have  constantly  been 
brought  forward  in  my  Annual  Report;  and  while  the  structural 
alterations  have  only  been  completed  in  1947,  it  is  gratifying  to  know 
that  the  work  of  privy  conversions  is  proceeding  apace. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  1946,  we  still  had  : 

3055  Water  and  Waste  Water  Closets 
30  Pail  Closets 

341  Privies 
197  Wet  Ashpits 
300  Dry  Ashpits 

3056  Dust  Bins. 


But  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  by  the  end  of  the  cur- 
rent year  we  shall  have  a large  part  of  the  problem  dealt  with.  We 
cannot  be  satisfied  until  the  whole  of  our  area  is  placed  on  the 
Water  Carnage  System  for  sewage  disposal. 


We  have  89%  of  the  houses  in  this  area  on  the  water  carriage 
system . 

CHILD  WELFARE  AND  MATERNITY  CLINICS.  These 
are  held  at  the  Temporary  Premises  formerly  the  War  Time  Nursery 
in  Albert  Street.  They  are  all  well  attended  under  the  care  and 
supervision  of  the  Clinic  Medical  Officer  and  County  Nurses.  The 
West  Riding  County  Council  are  the  responsible  Authority  for  Child 
Welfare  and  Midwifery.  It  is  again  a pleasure  to  record  appreciation 
of  the  voluntary  effort  and  service  of  the  Ladies’  Voluntary  Com- 
mittee, who  have  maintained  a sense  of  Local  responsibility  and  the 
human  touch,  which  I hope  may  not  be  lost  in  this  service  within 
tlie  widening  scope  of  the  New  Health  Act. 


4 Certified  midwives  were  engaged  throughout  the  year. 


Mr.  Hilsley’s  report  is  incorporated.  His  Department  has 
been  understaffed  throughout  the  year  owing  to  the  absence  of  his 
assistant  on  Military  Service,  and  despite  this  handicap  the  depart- 
ment has  worked  smoothly  and  efficiently,  due  to  his  experienced 
handling  of  affairs  and  sound  judgment,  on  which  I rely  to  the  full. 


I am  very  grateful  to  him  for  much  help  and  advice  through- 
out the  year,  and  to  Miss  Walker  for  her  efficiency  in  the  compilation 
of  records  and  statistics. 
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In  this  my  last  report,  my  thoughts  turn  to  the  future,  and 
some  of  the  things  I should  like  to  see  established  in  our  District 
from  a Public  Health  point  of  view.  Here  is  a list  of  a few  of  them  : 

(1)  District  Nursing  Service. 

(2)  Home  for  Aged  and  Lonely  People. 

(3)  Return  of  Purston  Park  to  its  rightful  use  as  a Playing 

Area  for  the  young. 

(4)  Pit  Head  Baths. 

(5)  Regular  Mass  Radiography  Service  for  Mine  Workers. 

(6)  A serious  attempt  to  control  the  Stack  Nuisance. 


In  conclusion,  I earnestly  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  all 
the  Members  of  the  Council,  for  the  support  given  to  me  on  all  oc- 
casions, and  for  the  very  real  interest  and  help  I have  received  at 
your  hands. 


I am, 


Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  DUNCAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 
FEATHERSTONE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1946 


lo  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 

GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Twentieth  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1946. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

WATER  SUPPLY.  A constant  supply  of  wholesome  water 
was  distributed  throughout  the  area.  The  water  is  purchased  in  bulk 
from  Wakefield  Corporation  and  supplied  via  your  own  mains  to  all 
parts  of  your  area.  The  Vv^ater  is  soft,  pure  and  wholesome,  and 
generally  speaking  sufficient  in  quantity.  The  higher  portions  of 
the  Purston  Area  sometimes  suffer  from  a poor  pressure,  and 
although  the  provision  of  a new  7-inch  main  to  this  area  did  in  fact 
improve  the  position,  the  extra  load  imposed  on  this  main  by  the 
erection  of  new  houses,  coupled  with  the  reduced  pressure  in  the 
Wakefield  Corporation  mains  supplying  your  area,  has  resulted  in 
difficulties  in  supplying  water  to  first  floor  appliances  of  houses  on 
the  higher  ground  during  certain  hours  of  the  day. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AND  DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year  1946,  3 privy  closets  were  converted  to  water  closets 
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leaving  341  privies  still  in  use.  This  number  will  be  considerably 
reduced  this  year  by  the  conversion  of  the  privies  in  the  Feather- 
stone  Square  Area,  now  being  carried  out,  and  I hope  that  this 
policy  will  be  continued  until  all  these  types  of  conveniences  are 
abolished. 

All  the  built-up  areas  in  your  district  are  sewered  with  the 
exception  of  the  Wood  Lane  area,  where  the  houses  are  drained  to 
cesspools.  These  cesspools  are  a constant  source  of  worry  and  ex- 
pense, and  a scheme  to  abolish  them  would  be  a step  in  the  right 
direction. 

The  two  Sewage  Works  have  given  satisfactory  service  during 
the  year.  The  addition  of  the  new  housing  estate  throws  an  extra 
burden  on  the  South  Featherstone  Works,  and  it  may  become  nec- 
essary to  increase  the  filter  area  at  these  works. 

SCAVENGING  is  done  by  direct  labour,  and  has  bjen  satis- 
factorily carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  estimated  weight  of  refuse  collected  was  7513  tons.  Of 
this  quantity,  3053  tons  was  incinerated  at  the  Destructor  Works, 
73  tons  was  recovered  as  salvage,  and  4387  tons  disposed  of  by 
tipping.  In  addition,  2852  loads  of  liquid  from  cesspools  were 
disposed  of  on  farm  land. 


SALVAGE  of  materials  of  further  use  was  carried  out  during 
the  year,  and  the  following  materials  were  salvaged  and  sold  : — 


tons 

cwts 

qrs 

lbs 

£ 

s 

d 

28 

3 

1 

- 

Waste  Paper 

179 

11 

5 

23 

2 

1 

- 

Kitchen  Waste 

34 

12 

11 

4 

18 

- 

- 

Heavy  Scrap  Metal 

14 

14 

0 

1 

8 

- 

- 

Light  Scrap  Metal 

1 

1 

0 

4 

13 

- 

- 

Broken  Glass 

6 

7 

10 

- 

14 

3 

16 

Rags,  Bagging  & String 

8 

19 

5 

- 

7 

1 

14 

Bones 

1 

17 

3 

- 

1 

- 

7 

Aluminium 

1 

1 

3 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Zinc 

5 

9 

- 

1 

- 

13 

Lead 

1 

15 

9 

- 

1 

- 

4 

Brass 

1 

0 

6 

- 

- 

- 

27 

Copper 

7 

2 

9 

4 

- 

22 

18784  dozen  Bottles  & Jars 

72 

12 

3 

72 

14 

3 

19 

Totals 

£324 

6 

6 
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NUISANCES.  435  Nuisances  were  discovered,  the  majorit}/ 
of  which  were  abated  as  the  result  of  informal  action. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  Statutory  Notices  in  5 cases, 
and  these  were  abated  without  recourse  to  legal  action. 

REGULATED  TRADES.  Only  one  “offensive  trade”  is 
established  in  the  district,  that  of  tripe  boiler.  This  was  operated 
during  the  year  without  nuisance. 

FACTORIES.  The  term  Factory  is  comprehensive  and 
includes  premises  large  and  small  where  articles  are  made,  altered 
or  repaired  for  purpose  of  gain. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  notices  with 
respect  to  4 premises,  3 for  sanitar}^  accommodation  and  one  for 
provision  of  proper  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION.  During  the  jear, 
145  premises  were  baited  (prebait  and  poison)  against  rats,  ihese 
were  mostly  small  infestations,  but  included  several  allotments. 
248  dead  rats  were  picked  up,  but  the  number  of  rats  actually 
killed  must  have  run  into  4 figures. 

HOUSING.  The  various  aspects  of  the  problem  referred  to 
as  Housing  have  provided  me  with  the  greatest  amount  of  work,  and 
have  occupied  the  greater  proportion  of  my  time  during  the  year. 

The  demand  for  houses  is  very  great.  There  are  at  the  mo- 
ment over  800  genuine  applicants  for  houses,  and  as  the  new 
applications  being  received  far  exceed  the  number  of  new  houses 
completed,  it  would  appear  that  it  will  be  some  time  before  this 
situation  eases  itself. 


I have  the  thankless  task  of  interviewing  applicants  for 
houses,  and  the  bitterness,  misery  and  domestic  upheavals  revealed 
by  these  interviews  convinces  me  that  nothing  should  be  allowed  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  increasing  the  rate  of  production  of  new  houses. 

During  the  year  under  review,  40  temporary  prefabricated 
bungalows  were  erected  and  occupied,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
the  first  two  of  the  permanent  brick  houses  were  occupied. 
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Another  serious  problem  is  the  state  of  some  of  the  older 
houses;  houses  which  were  on  the  borders  of  being  condemned  in 
1939.  The  neglect  of  these  houses  has  now  reduced  them  to  a state 
where  they  do  not  require  to  be  condemned;  they  have  condemned 
themselves  and  are  falling  down  over  the  tenants’  heads. 

There  is  also  the  problem  of  supplies  lor  repairs  to  houses.  It 
has  been  found  to  be  most  difficult  to  obtain  repairs  to  houses 
chiefly  owing  to  the  difficulties  in  obtaining  supplies.  Slates;  eaves, 
gutters  and  fall  pipes;  wash -copper  pans  and  kitchen  ovens,  have 
been  particularly  difficult  to  obtain,  and  now  W.C.  pedestals  can  be 
added  to  the  list.  None  of  these  can  be  regarded  as  luxuries,  but 
the  shortage  of  these  materials  has  caused  me  the  greatest  amount  of 
work  and  the  greatest  feeling  of  frustration  to  the  people  who  have 
had  to  put  up  with  the  inconveniences  caused. 

Routine  inspections  of  houses  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations  were  not  carried  out  during  the  year,  but  in- 
spections were  made  on  receipt  of  complaints.  83  houses  were  dealt 
with  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act  1936.  It  was  found  nec- 
essary to  issue  16  Statutory  Notices  in  cases  where  informal  action 
had  not  obtained  the  necessary  results. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD.  By 
the  Centralisation  of  Slaughtering  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  Food  in  your  area  is  confined  to  pigs 
slaughtered  for  private  pig -keepers,  but  considerable  activity  is 
called  for  in  the  inspection  of  “other  foods.”  During  the  year  the 
following  articles  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption 


Eggs 

203 

Butter 

19  lbs. 

Bacon  and  Ham 

15J  lbs. 

J am 

5 lbs. 

Tinned  and  Untinned  Meat 

314  lbs. 

Tinned  Peas 

6 tins 

Fruit 

10  lbs. 

Tinned  Fish 

4 tins 

Tinned  Milk 

43  tins 

Meat  Paste 

5 tins 

Tinned  Beans 

18  tins 

Sweet  Date  Puddings 

1 

Cheese 

22  lbs. 

Spaghetti 

1 tin 
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CONCLUSION.  Early  in  the  year  my  Assistant,  Mr.  H. 
Seal,  obtained  an  appointment  under  the  Castleford  Urban  District 
Council,  and  partly  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  Inspectors, 
and  partly  to  the  desire  to  safeguard  the  position  of  a member  of  my 
staff  who  was  serving  in  the  Forces,  the  position  was  not  filled.  This 
has  naturally  led  to  a greater  burden  being  thrust  upon  my  shoul- 
ders and  on  those  of  my  clerk.  Miss  Walker,  but  the  most  serious 
consequence  has  been  the  amount  of  work  that  has  had  to  be  neg- 
lected or  postponed,  and  I sincerely  trust  that  you  will  see  to  it 
that  this  does  not  obtain  a moment  longer  than  is  absolutely  .nec- 
essary. 

Miss  Walker  has  developed  into  a really  good  clerk,  and  the 
assistance  she  has  given  to  me  is  something  that  I deeply  appreciate. 


My  relations  with  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  al- 
ways been  of  a most  happy  nature,  and  I am  grateful  to  him  for 
the  splendid  support  he  has  always  afforded  me. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  other  members  of  your  staff, 
a factor  which  tends  to  produce  that  team  spirit  which  is  to  the 
benefit  of  the  public  whom  we  serve. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


JOHN  HILSLEY 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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